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Briefing on Somalia: Going Back Isn’t an Option 

Situation: 

Currently, there are signs of a widening rift between the Administration and the Federal Parliament of 

Somalia. The rift is based on a motion of confidence against the Speaker of the Parliament, Mr. Mohamed 

Osman Jawari, in which the Administration was the key sponsor. Several negotiations to address the issue 

have ended without results. There are potent risks associated with this highly-politicized motion; one of them 

is civil unrest and more political upheavals across the country. It could also derail the recovery, peace 

process and the fight against Al Shabaab.  

 

Update: 

On March 31, supporters of the motion and those against it prepared to show up at the Parliament for 

resuming regular sessions and proceed with the passage of motion against the Speaker. Prior to that, the 

Administration beefed up the parliament building with new security personnel, a move considered an 

escalation of crisis by Parliamentarians who opposed the motion against the Speaker. Mr. Jawari organized a 

press statement where he urged members of Parliament to remain cautious and protect themselves as well as 

the Parliament. The standoff prompted the President, Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo, to intervene by urging 

both camps to deescalate while postponing the contested session. Until yesterday, April 2, the public thought 

there was a solution at the end of the tunnel. But the stalemate proved persistent with an ever-deepening 

constitutional implications to the fragile system. This is due to the President openly taking sides and calling 

for the resignation of the Speaker. 

Now, the center of this crisis is the President himself and the First Deputy Speaker of the Parliament Mr. 

Abdiwali Ibrahim Muudey. Through SMS messaging, the Deputy Speaker with the support of the President 

expressed his intention to convene a special session tomorrow, on April 4, 2018, to effectively oust the 

Speaker Jawari. However, the speaker pushed back through another press statement where he called into 

question the legality of Muudey to preside over parliamentary sessions in the presence of the Speaker.  In 

addition, Mr. Jawari blamed the presidency for not protecting the constitution as his Prime Minister, Mr. 

Hassan A. Khaire, betrayed the trust with Somali people and those with the Parliament. Mr. Jawari has called 

for the ousting of the Prime Minister. 

 

Discussion: 

The Administration has had a rough time governing the country in the past one year. This is because of some 

unnecessary political crisis and occasional violence on prominent leaders and civil society members. On 

December 17, 2017, the Administration ordered a deadly operation against a prominent political leader, Mr. 

Abdirahman A. Warsame, on his compound in the Green Zone, killing five guards and injuring several staff 

members. And within two weeks, on December 30, special forces raided on the residence of Senator Abdi 

Hassan Awale (Also known as Qeybdiid) without any legal grounds or justifications.  
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Moreover, the Administration attempted to overthrow leaders at the Federal Member States (FMS), but the 

effort resulted in a futile exercise. This was part of a grand strategy to plant favorable candidates in the FMS 

before elections in 2020. According to verified documents, the Administration bankrolls at least 65 members 

of parliament with monthly stipends ($4,000-$6,000) just to secure their loyalty and support.  

On the security, the Administration has a dismal record on this front. There is literally no progress made on 

its commitments to the National Security Architecture which seeks to draw down AMISOM troops and 

enhance Somali National Army (SNA) to take over. Apparently, that will not be the case because reforming 

SNA requires time, political will and a significant toil. Al Shabaab is not only gaining strength, but it also 

seems omnipresent in rural areas. The group has more clout in government-controlled areas than the 

government itself. Recently, Al Shabaab has banned football for several districts within Mogadishu. 

Explosions are becoming more frequent and yet there is no an effective security plan with strategies.   

 

Strategic Options: 

1. Rule of Law Upheld: President to reassert himself to protect the constitution and rule of law. 

It’s his best interest to show leadership by preventing chaos and political unrest. Rule of law 

tackles the dictatorial tendency expressed by certain factions in his Administration. This option 

restores trust and public support for the president might live on another year.  

 

2. Press Reset: It requires Prime Minister resignation, formation of a new government with all 

stakeholders. One year given, no motions and full support guaranteed by the parliament and 

stakeholders. It brings consensus, shows maturity and saves political capital for another day.  

 

3. Seeking Closure with Motion: Proceed with a new motion against the Speaker. Let the 

parliamentary procedure take its course and outcome should be respected by all. Though it 

doesn’t guarantee stability in the parliament, it remains a better alternative from the current 

political stalemate.  

 

Recommendation: 

Pressing Reset is the most politically safe option the president could pursue now. But it comes with a cost of 

losing the current Prime Minister and his entire Cabinet.  Seeking Closure with Motion is too risky. You 

operate in the status quo; opposition groups will always have more firepower to fight on. Even if Speaker is 

deposed, no one can say with certainty the lower house is tamed. Issues will emerge, group dynamics might 

change.  

However, here are few practical recommendations on the way forward: 

I. The scope of this crisis is huge; and it requires cool-headed parliamentarians to come together and 

cooperate for a way out of this crisis.  

II. Strengthen the rule of law and its application always to restrain dictatorial tendencies and political 

extremism.  

III. President should exercise his constitutional authorities and show leadership to unify the country. If 

not, he must resign as he did in the past, because the stakes are too high for Somalia’s recovery. 

IV. Prioritize reconstitution of the court systems and establish robust judiciary with total independency 

from other branches and high integrity. 

V. Parliament should carry out its oversight and restore the constitutional check-and-balance to restore 

its integrity and legitimacy. 
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VI. Parliament should vote out the Administration for its countless transgressions and constitutional 

violations. Then, it should immediately form a new Administration with competency and integrity to 

help Somalia overcome the myriad challenges it faces now.  

VII. The president should restrain his Director General, Mr. Fahad Yasin, who is endangering the 

recovery of Somalia in this critical stage of our history. 

VIII. Civil society and business community should demand accountability from government institutions as 

well as leaders.  
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